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HOTTER? COLDER? 
 
In the Bible story, Jonathan always told the truth and tried to help David. True friends tell you 
the truth even when the truth is hard to hear. Other people … maybe not so much. See what 
this game of Hotter? Colder? can teach you about telling the difference between true friends 
and everyone else. 
 
Supplies 
 One coin 
 
Directions 

1. Explain that 1 person will leave the room while everyone else watches you hide the coin. 
When the person who left comes back, he or she will search the room for the coin. 
Choose a person to leave the room. 

2. After hiding the coin—and while the searcher is out of the room—form 2 teams, using 
one of these ideas: 

• If your middle name starts with a vowel: True Friend. Otherwise: False Friend. 
• If your birthday is an even-numbered day: True Friend. Otherwise: False Friend. 
• If you like dogs more than cats: True Friend. Otherwise: False Friend. 
• If you’re wearing blue: True Friend. Otherwise: False Friend. 
• If you have 5 or more letters in your first name: True Friend. Otherwise: False 

Friend. 
3. Have the searcher come back into the room and begin to look for the coin. If the 

searcher is getting closer to the coin, the True Friend team will call out “Hotter!”; the 
False Friend team will call out “Colder!” The searcher has to decide who to believe. 

4. When the searcher has found the coin, choose another person to be the searcher. 
Divide the rest of the group into 2 teams again, using another way to form teams. 
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After playing several rounds, talk about this: 
• In our game, it was a challenge knowing who was and wasn’t a true friend. In life, 

how can you tell the difference? 
• On a scale of 1 to 10, how important is it to you that your friends tell you the truth? 

Why? 
• How long do you have to know someone before you can trust that the person is a 

true friend? Or does time matter? 
• How long does it take to know God is a true friend? How do you know? 
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READY … AIM … FIRE! 
 
Jonathan shot arrows off into a field as a way to save his friend’s life. We’re avoiding arrows, 
but that leaves room for paper wad basketball free throws. 
 
Supplies 
 3 sheets of 8.5” x 11” paper per player 
 Wastebasket 
 
Directions 

1. Give each player 3 sheets of paper to crumple into balls. 
2. Explain: The goal of this game is to launch perfect 3-pointers into the basket. And with 

every shot, the shooter must call out the name of a friend. Extra points can be awarded 
if the friend is a famous actor, renowned musical artist, or sports star. Former 
presidents and prime ministers are good too. And extra extra points for hook and jump 
shots. 

3. Once everyone has fired 3 balls toward the goal, players can retrieve 3 balls and try 
again—while calling out more friends’ names. 

 
Gather hoopsters together and talk about this: 

• Of the names you called out, what percentage of those people have you talked to within 
the past week? Month? 

• You called out names of friends. If you’d had to call out only the name of true friends, 
would you have had fewer names to call out? More? The same? Why? 

 
Then ask hoopsters to each take 1 ball and surround the basket by a distance of at least 10 feet. 
Explain: When Jonathan signaled David, Jonathan risked his life. If earlier you named a friend 
you’d risk your life to save, call out that name again and take a shot. If you don’t have a friend 
like that, don’t risk shooting. 
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As a group, talk about this: 
• God sent Jesus to seal His promise of being our forever friend. If Jesus were asked to 

take a shot after saying your name, would He shoot … or not? Why do you answer as 
you do? 

• Jesus not only risked His life to save you—He gave His life to save you. How does 
knowing that affect what you think of Jesus? 
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SPEED FRIENDS 
 
True friends get to know one another. David and Jonathan knew each other through and 
through—and that’s how God knows you too. Let’s get to know the people we’re with by 
playing a game of Speed Friends. 
 
Supplies 

Stopwatch (or watch with second hand) 
 
Directions 

1. Have everyone stand and wander around giving one another high fives until you shout 
“Stop!” The person everyone is closest to will be their first speed friend. 

2. Explain that you’ll ask a question and partners will have 30 seconds to answer the 
question. Be clear: Both partners must answer within the 30 seconds; they don’t get 30 
seconds each. 

3. After 30 seconds, the leader will shout “Switch!” and players will have up to 10 seconds 
to find a new partner. Players can’t have the same partner twice until they’ve partnered 
once with everyone. 

4. The goal of the game is for players to get to know one another as much as 30 seconds 
allow, so they should use all of the time. It’s OK to ask a follow-up question if both 
partners have answered the question. 
 
Possible questions: 

 What’s your favorite food and where’s the best place to get it? 
 Would you rather have a pet snake or spider? Why? 
 Who’s a celebrity you’d like to meet—and why that person? 
 Where’s someplace you’ve been that you’d like to visit again—and why? 
 What’s something nice a true friend has done for you? 
 What’s something you like about Jesus? 
 If you could have a different name, what would you pick? Why? 
 What’s a talent you have? 
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After playing, talk about this: 
• What was fun about this game? What was frustrating? 
• What’s something you learned about someone that you didn’t know before? 
• What’s needed for someone to get promoted from “friend” to “true friend”? 
• When’s the last time you asked God to show you something about himself that you 

didn’t know before? What might happen if you asked? 
 


