
Read Proverbs 17:17. A proverb is a saying that tells a wise idea. In this case, the author is talking 
about a true friendship like David and Jonathan had. True friends can count on one another even 
when something hard happens. Some “friends” only stick around during the good times, but a true 
friendship lasts through both good and tough times. Thank God for your true friendships!

Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4. After David killed Goliath, a friendship 
grew between David and King Saul’s son, Jonathan. They made 
a promise (or covenant) with each other and Jonathan gave 
his robe and weapons to David—a symbol that Jonathan was 
David’s friend and David would be the next king. How do you 
show what your friendship means to your friends?

SUM IT UP 
Jesus calls you His friend. He loves you and will never 
leave you. You’re made for friendship—true friendship!

BIBLE BASIS: 1 Samuel 18–20:42

When King Saul decides to murder David, the friendship 
between David and Saul’s son, Jonathan, is stretched—
but doesn’t break. They remain true friends, loyal and 
supportive. This example of true friendship paints a 
picture of what sort of friend God is to us: a true friend!

TALK ABOUT THIS 
When was a hard time you needed God to show up as a 
true friend to your family? In what ways do you think God 
did that?

REMEMBER IT
“A friend loves at all times.”   
         —Proverbs 17:17a
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Read 1 Samuel 20:41-42. David knows it is time 
to say goodbye to his friend Jonathan, but not 
to their friendship. They make a promise to 
always care for each other’s families, knowing 
their friendship won’t go away. Think about your 
friendships. Which ones are strong enough to 
last through tough times and time apart? Thank 
God for true friends—including Him!

DAY 4
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DAY 3

GOD IN ACTION DEVOTIONS
This week dig into how God shows up as a friend. For each devotion, read the 
Bible verses and then consider what God’s saying to you through His Word.

Read 1 Samuel 20:1-40. David needs to know if he’s 
safe around Saul. Jonathan volunteers to find out if 
Saul wants to kill David and, if so, to send a signal to 
David. Jonathan doesn’t stay with David only during 
good times. He remains David’s friend even though 
it’s literally a matter of life or death. Praise God for 
the friends He’s brought into your life who show true 
friendship!

Read Proverbs 18:24 and John 15:12-15. Jesus is 
the friend the Proverbs author is talking about. 
You can always count on Jesus. He shows you who 
God is through words and actions and He died for 
your sins so you can be a friend of God. That’s true 
friendship!

DAY 5


