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“In Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head 
over every power and authority.” 
—Colossians 2:10 
 
Maybe you’ve heard this saying: “It helps to have friends in high places.” 
 
If that’s the case, you’re all set. If you love and follow Jesus, you’ve got a friend in the highest 
place. And this isn’t just someone you voted for or met once in passing. It’s someone who 
knows you (Matthew 10:30), loves you (John 3:16), and wants to be involved in your life 
(Matthew 11:28). 
 
It’s Jesus … a friend who can do anything. 
 
In today’s lesson the disciples discover the extent of Jesus’ power and authority when He both 
walks on water and settles a fierce storm. They’d seen Him do amazing things, but bending the 
fiercest forces of nature to His will? That made an impression. 
 
The Jesus who shut down a tempest on the Sea of Galilee centuries ago is the same Jesus who’s 
at your side when storms blow into your life. The Jesus who called to Peter to step out of a boat 
and walk to Him is the same Jesus who’s waving for you to come closer. 
 
Jesus has the power and authority to do anything—anything at all. Which might leave you 
thinking that Jesus is willing to do anything you ask … and that’s not the case. 
 
Because He loves you, that’s why. His intent for you is for you to do what Peter failed to do—
have an unshakable faith in Him and keep your eyes glued on Him. That’s how you’ll know 
where He’s leading you. That’s how you’ll see Him at work in your world. 
 
Think about this: You’ve got a friend who can do absolutely anything, and what does He choose 
to do? 
 
He chooses to love you.  
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JESUS CAN DO ANYTHING 
 
Jesus’ disciples are in exactly the wrong place at the wrong time: in an open boat, on the Sea of 
Galilee, caught in the jaws of a screaming storm intent on drowning them all. Jesus said He’d 
meet them on the far shore, but the frantic disciples know something Jesus doesn’t: They won’t 
make it. 
 
Read Matthew 14:25-29 
What the disciples don’t realize is that Jesus isn’t waiting for them to get through the storm. 
He’s in the storm with them, doing the impossible. Jesus is walking on water, walking toward 
their floundering boat. Staring through slashing rain, the disciples see Jesus but think He is a 
ghost. Even after Jesus identifies himself, they want proof. Peter challenges Jesus to invite him 
to walk on water too. 
 
Jesus agrees and Peter steps out of the boat, sets his feet on a wave, and stands. Eyes locked on 
Jesus, legs wobbling, Peter walks toward Him. 
 
Read Matthew 14:30-31 
But then Peter looks away from Jesus to focus on the storm. Peter listens to the howl of wind 
and waves instead of Jesus’ calm voice. He begins to sink and cries out for Jesus to save him. 
 
Notice again where Jesus is in this storm. He isn’t waiting safely on shore—He’s in the midst of 
the storm, with the disciples. When we’re fighting our way through whatever threatens to 
capsize our lives, Jesus is in exactly the same place—right beside us. He isn’t a fair-weather sort 
of friend. He shows up to be with us even if we’re determined to slog our way through storms 
on our own. And be honest: that’s exactly what we sometimes try to do. 
 
In this passage Jesus demonstrates He can do anything. The disciples had just seen Him feed 
thousands of people with a few fish and loaves, but this demonstration of power wasn’t lunch, 
it was life—and death. And it made an impression—both on Peter, who trusted Jesus to protect 
him as he stepped out of the boat, and on the rest of the disciples who weren’t up for that risk. 
 
Read Matthew 14:32-33 
The disciples, awestruck by the realization of who Jesus is and that He can do anything, respond 
by worshiping Him and declaring that Jesus is God’s Son. They know they pulled through the 
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storm not because of their sailing skills, but because of Jesus. That’s how we weather storms 
too. In those moments we’re fearful or overwhelmed, we can be sure Jesus is near, that He 
cares, and that He’s inviting us to come to Him for help. 
 
Maybe you’re in the midst of a storm right now. If you are, remember what Jesus did for Peter. 
When Peter cried out, “Lord, save me!”, Jesus didn’t fire back, “You got yourself into this mess.” 
Jesus immediately grabbed Peter and pulled him to safety. You may not see it now, but Jesus is 
there for you too. Reach out to the One who can do anything—and who’s with you in life’s 
storms. 


