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WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD? 
 
Jesus’ love reaches out … for more than to drag someone off the side of the road to safety. He 
reaches out to build a community of acceptance and love … with himself and with others who 
follow Him. His love invites us into a place of belonging, into His family. 
 
This all means when we reflect His love—when we reach out to others—it’s not just to do 
rescue operations. We’re inviting them into a relationship with Jesus and with us—His church. 
 
Good news: In the church there’s room for everyone, and everyone has a place. 
 
Let’s play a game that makes that point! Let’s play Welcome to the Neighborhood? 
 
Supplies 

Clock with a second hand (or device with countdown timer function) 
 
Directions 

1. Have everyone stand. 
2. Explain that players will form a line by placing themselves in order according to the way 

you call out. They’re racing against the clock to see how quickly they can get organized 
and find their places. 

3. Call out these ways to line up: 
• height (shortest to tallest) 
• age (oldest to youngest) 
• birth month (January to December) 
• number of times they’ve visited ____ (fill in site) 
• first name (alphabetically) 
• middle name (alphabetically) 
• favorite pet’s name (alphabetically) 
• favorite teacher’s name (alphabetically) 
• favorite pizza topping (alphabetically) 
• family birth order (first, middle, last) 
• favorite ice cream flavor (alphabetically 
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After the game, talk about this: 

• Tell about a time you were new to a group, school, workplace, or neighborhood and 
you weren’t sure where you fit in. What was that like and how did you feel? 
• Jesus’ love reaches out and keeps reaching out. How is He reaching out to you right 
now? 
• What might we do to make our group more welcoming to others? How would that be 
reflecting Jesus’ “reaching out” sort of love? 

 


