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“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 
—1 John 5:14 
 
Part of growing in our faith is bringing our own wills and desires in line with what God has in 
mind. Then we become workers on God’s team, helping achieve His purposes in the world (2 
Corinthians 6:1). That’s when we can have confidence that God not only hears us, but also will 
likely answer our prayers in the affirmative. 
 
Because this verse has been misunderstood so often, it’s important to realize we’re here to do 
God’s will—not the other way around. He’s shaping us; we’re not calling on Him as a cosmic 
gofer to give us what we want when we want it. 
 
With that in mind, do this to plant this verse in hearts and minds: 
 
First, place a chair in the front of the room to represent the throne of God. Then have everyone 
stand, facing away from the chair, as they repeat the first portion of the verse several times: 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: …” 
 
Ask everyone to repeat the first portion of the verse again and then turn toward the chair, arms 
held out in front of them and palms up, as they add the second portion and the reference: “that 
if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 1 John 5:14.” 
 
Talk about this: 

• This verse makes it sound as if we’ll only get a “yes” from God if our requests line up 
with what He wants to do in us and our world. How does that feel to you? 

• If your prayers help you be on God’s team, in what ways, if any, does that change how 
you feel about praying? 


