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“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
—Luke 19:38 
 
It’s been said it’s a good thing to be king. Kings are in charge, so they’re served first and they have 
people to do what they don’t want to do. And those golden thrones … well, they’re always perched in 
nice rooms! 
 
You’ll probably never know what it’s like to be a king. (There are remarkably few job openings for kings.) 
But you can absolutely discover that it’s good to have a king, so long as that King is Jesus. 
 
First, He’s all-powerful. Nobody can ever push Him off His throne. If you claim citizenship in His 
Kingdom, you’re safe now and forever. 
 
Second, Jesus knows and loves you. He’s not a distant figurehead who only shows up occasionally to 
wave at a crowd. He left Heaven and dove into the muck of this world, so He knows what life is like in 
the trenches. He’s worked hard, gone hungry, and squared off with every temptation you’ll face. 
 
But there’s also this: Jesus is a King who expects something from His subjects. He’s Lord and King—and 
that’s more than a deft phrase. 
 
He’s King because, well … He’s King. It’s a fact. He’s King even if people don’t acknowledge and worship 
Him as such. A day is coming when everyone will bow a knee to Jesus (Philippians 2:10-11), but that day 
hasn’t arrived yet. 
 
It’s the “Lord” part of Jesus’ kingship that comes with some strings. If He’s our Lord, we listen to Him. 
Obey Him. Love Him. Serve Him. 
 
The people lining up to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem were all about His being King. But they weren’t all 
ready to honor Him as Lord. That’s why the huge crowd lining the Jerusalem streets was nowhere to be 
seen a few days later when Jesus was hammered to a cross and hoisted up to die. 
 
It’s good to have a king—no question about it. And there’s no King like Jesus; He’s the King of kings. 
 
But it’s even better to have a Lord and King. That’s where we find purpose and passion, direction and 
forgiveness. That’s where joy lives. That’s where we quit being fans of Jesus and become His friends.  



 
 

 
Page 2 
UNIT: JESUS REIGNS 
EPISODE 01: JESUS IS KING 
© 2021 David C Cook. For Ministry purposes only. All rights reserved. 

JESUS IS KING 
 
The crowd welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem with palm branches and worship expects Jesus to 
establish an earthly kingdom that will lead Israel out from under the rule of Rome. Instead, Jesus 
affirms He’s King over a spiritual kingdom, a kingship that reaches us today as Jesus rules over 
Heaven and earth. 
 
Read Zechariah 9:9-10. The prophet Zechariah describes Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem hundreds of 
years before it happens. This is just one of many Old Testament messianic prophecies that Jesus 
fulfills. Zechariah contrasts the entry of a king on a colt, the animal used by royalty in ancient Bible 
times as an animal of peace, with the arrival of a warrior king or prince riding on a warhorse. Jesus’ 
arrival on a colt is a sign that Jesus is who He claims to be: the Messiah, the Son of God. Zechariah 
calls this future Messiah “King,” as do the Jews who welcome Jesus into Jerusalem. 
 
Read Luke 19:38. With this proclamation, combined with the spreading of their cloaks on the road, 
the people are recognizing and affirming Jesus as their King. 
 
Read Matthew 21:1-11 and Luke 19:28-40. These are 2 of 4 gospel accounts describing Jesus’ 
entrance into Jerusalem. It’s clear the crowd looks to Jesus as the one who can save Israel militarily 
and politically, but they don’t grasp the incredible plan God has in mind for His only Son. This King 
entering Jerusalem reigns over the Kingdom that defies time and erases borders. He rules over all 
people, those from every tongue, tribe, and nation, even in every future generation. 
 
Instead of arriving to establish a throne in Jerusalem, Jesus rides into the city to suffer and die. He 
comes knowing He’ll give His life in obedience to God, to satisfy the wrath of a holy God against sin. 
He’ll do so in place of all who trust in Him for salvation. His rule and reign will be greater, more 
glorious, more eternal than anything the crowd could have envisioned. 
 
Can Jesus sweep the Roman army from Israel? Of course. With just the wave of His hand, He can 
summon the armies of Heaven to erase Rome from the map. But Jesus comes to provide salvation, 
not political stability. And because Jesus dies on the cross for the sins of all who place their hope in 
Him, we have hope not just in this life but in a life to come. Reflect on His sacrifice this week and 
thank Him. 
 
Honor Jesus as your King, now and forever. 


