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THE ADVENTURES OF LAVA LARRY 
 
Things are about to get dicey for several of your players. Don’t worry: They’ll get out of the lake 
of lava safely! 
 
For the sake of simplicity, we’re calling the volunteer “Larry,” but feel free to substitute “Laura” 
if that player is female. 
 
Supplies 
 Paper plates (Inexpensive is best. We went with a dollar store option.) 
 
Directions 

1. Have all players stand against a wall. Give each player a paper plate. Keep a plate for 
yourself that you won’t throw. 

2. Ask for a volunteer and have that player walk 20 paces out into the room. The volunteer 
needs to be at least 25 feet away from the wall. Tell the volunteer he is now Lava Larry, 
so named because he is standing in a sea of lava. Tell Larry to hurry and stand with 1 
foot on his plate before he bursts into flame. 

3. The goal of the game is for each of the other players to toss his or her plate so Larry can 
catch it without losing his balance or stepping off the plate. No, there’s no hopping from 
plate to plate to safety; Larry has to catch a plate thrown to him to be rescued. 

4. Players tossing plates can’t move from where they’re standing, or they too will die. 
Players also can’t scrunch up plates into balls; they have to skim the plates toward Larry. 
as if they’re throwing flying saucers. 

5. Have players take turns tossing plates. It’s unlikely Larry will catch a plate. 
6. After all attempts have been made, pause the play so you can switch out your “Larry” 

and retrieve plates. Try again. 
7. After all attempts have been made, say: “We aren’t getting anywhere. What will save 

Larry?” 
8. Listen to players’ suggestions and then continue like this: “I asked the wrong question. 

The right question isn’t what will save Larry? It’s who will save Larry?” Walk over and 
give your plate to Larry. If someone points out you’ve just died, agree—that’s exactly 
what happened! 
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After the game, talk about this: 
• How was my saving Larry like how Jesus saves us? 
• Larry was stuck, sort of like the people living under the old covenant were stuck. They 

had to either be perfect or offer sacrifices to be forgiven for their sins. How did Jesus 
through a new covenant get people “unstuck”? 

• Tell about a time you felt stuck by rules you couldn’t keep or expectations you couldn’t 
meet. What happened? What would you have given for a savior to rescue you? 
 

Conclude with this: “The new covenant is a gift. It’s a gift of love that sets us free to give 
ourselves and all we have to God. We don’t give because we want to buy forgiveness; we give 
because it’s a way to love God in return for what He’s done for us. Jesus brings the new 
covenant—and it sets us free!” 
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ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS SCRAMBLE 

It’s a classic game that probably will need no explanation. If someone is unfamiliar with the 
game, ask volunteers to give a demonstration. Remember: rock wins against scissors; scissors 
win against paper; paper wins against rock. 

Directions 
1. Have players stand so it will be easier for them to move around the room. 
2. Explain that on your signal, everyone will find a partner to play a single match of the 

game. After the first match (and again at your signal), players will find new partners and 
play another match. Players can’t play the same person twice until they’ve played a 
match once with each player in the game. 

3. Players will keep track of how many matches they win. 
4. After playing 10 or 12 matches, ask players to sit and call out how many matches they 

won. Then explain that if they lost even 1 match, that means they’ve lost the game. To 
win they’d have to have a perfect score—no matter how many times they played. 
 

After completing the game, talk about this: 
• How is the need to be perfect to win the game like living under the old covenant in the 

Bible? What, if anything, could people who fell short do to find forgiveness for their 
sins? 

• Under the new covenant, what must we do to find forgiveness for our sins? 
• Which would you rather live under: the old or new covenant? Why? 
 

Great news! Jesus has already done everything needed for us to come to God through the new 
covenant! All we have to do is give ourselves to Him! 


