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“‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said. ‘You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See 
the place where they laid him.’” 
—Mark 16:6 
 
This episode is for you. Well, not just you. When Jesus rose from the dead it meant death lost 
its grip on anyone who knows Jesus. 
 
And you know Jesus, yes? 
 
You know the power of claiming Jesus as your Savior. The power of serving Jesus as your Lord. 
You know that the bumps and bruises you’re enduring aren’t forever. One day, because of 
Jesus, you’ll cast off death like the rag it is and skip with Jesus into eternity. 
 
And there’s no question about whether Jesus can deliver on saving us from death. He’s shown 
He can do it by rising from the dead himself. 
 
Here’s what we pray for you: That as you share this episode with others, you don’t just know 
the majesty of that truth, but that it sinks deeply into you. That it eases your anxieties, soothes 
your fears, brings you peace that’s hard to explain because it’s so overwhelming. 
 
You are loved by the One who kicked death to the curb. He walked out of a tomb victorious, 
and that’s astounding. Spectacular. Utterly amazing. 
 
And He’s not letting death have the last word when it comes to you either. 
 
You’ve been made for eternity—an eternity with Him. 
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JESUS IS ALIVE! 
 
Walk into most churches and you’ll likely see a cross on display. It’s a reminder of Jesus’ 
sacrifice, and it has certainly earned a spot on the wall. But there’s another symbol of our hope 
in Jesus that you seldom see anywhere. 
 
It’s an empty tomb. 
 
Jesus’ resurrection is what fuels our hope of Heaven. After all, unless Jesus returns first, 
everyone can—and will—die. But rising from the dead? That takes the Son of God. 
 
In this episode you’ll focus on Jesus’ resurrection. But how much does the resurrection really 
matter? 
 
Read Isaiah 53:1-11. Years before Jesus walks on earth, Isaiah prophesies that Jesus will be a 
suffering servant who’ll die for our sin. But the story doesn’t end there. God promised the 
servant would live again. 
 
Fast forward to the New Testament era and a somber morning for Jesus’ followers. Several 
women go to the tomb where Jesus’ body was buried the previous Friday. They want to show 
their love and respect for Him by properly preparing His body, as there hadn’t been time to do 
so before the Sabbath—the day of rest—began. 
 
Read Luke 24:1-8, 12 and John 20:1-8. When these women tell the disciples what they’ve seen, 
the disciples wonder: What do the angel and strips of cloth mean? Peter and John run to the 
tomb in search of an answer. 
 
Read Acts 1:1-11. Jesus appears to His followers several times after His resurrection. He 
promises they’ll receive the power of the Holy Spirit. Once that happens, they can witness to 
others about Jesus—first locally, then in the region, and then throughout the known world. 
Jesus then ascends to Heaven with the promise He’ll return. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:13-17. Years later, some Corinthians are saying Jesus hadn’t really been 
resurrected. Paul gives a persuasive response and, at the same time, answers this question for 
us: Why is Jesus’ resurrection and ascension so important? 
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If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, if His body lies decomposed in an ancient tomb, then we, too, 
will never rise to join our Father in eternity. If physical death was the end for Jesus, it will also 
be the end for us. And if Jesus didn’t defeat death, then sin—which brings death—also wasn’t 
defeated. Without the resurrection, we’re still held captive in our sins with no hope of freedom. 
Without the resurrection, our faith—everything we believe and live for—is useless! 
 
The resurrection completes what Jesus started on the cross and brings purpose to our lives. The 
resurrection means that God wins. Through the living Jesus, you’re victorious over sin, death, 
and Satan. 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:14. Because Jesus is alive, we can be confident of His promise to return 
and take us to be with Him! We’ll live with God forever, even if we die before Jesus comes back 
to earth. 
 
Picture yourself walking toward the risen Jesus. As you walk to Jesus, you’re walking away from 
sin, death, and Satan. When you reach Jesus, picture yourself bowing down to worship Him. 
Pause to actually worship Him now, and then pray that those you lead in this episode will know 
in their hearts what you know in yours: Jesus is alive! 
 


