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The apostle 
Paul likely wrote his letter to the Ephesians while under house arrest in Rome, around AD 60. Its salutation 
is to the church at Ephesus, but some scholars believe it was a circular letter meant to be read in several 
churches in the area. 
 
In his letter Paul encourages all believers to continue growing in the Holy Spirit, and to “live no longer as 
the Gentiles do” (4:17). Paul uses the beginning of this letter, including chapter 2, to remind the Ephesians 
God has made His salvation available to all people—Jews and Gentiles alike. While they came from 
different backgrounds, they’re now working together, in Christ. God’s salvation and grace are so much 
greater than our human differences! 
 
In Ephesians 2:1-10, Paul writes about how and why each person is saved by God’s grace. Verse by verse, 
Paul explains how God reached down to save individuals lost in their sin, redeeming them through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Paul’s explanation culminates in verse 10 with a summary of God’s purpose: to 
create you anew through Christ Jesus to enable you to accomplish His plan for your life. 
 
That’s God’s purpose for you … and for each person in your family. 
 
Think about your family. How often do your children disobey you on purpose? How often do you feel angry 
or frustrated with their “NO” or simply because they’re ignoring you? Yet, you still love your children and 
want the best for them. Your mercy and love conquer your anger. 
 
God loves us in the same way—but even more than we can imagine. First “He gave us life when he raised 
Christ from the dead” (vs. 5). And then, because of “the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward 
us” (v. 7), all believers—regardless of background—can now live together in love and unity. 
 
Through God’s grace, by way of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we’re each made new—a masterpiece in 
God’s eyes. It isn’t because of anything we‘ve done—it’s all by God’s mercy that we can be His children. 
 
God loves you—and your family. This week help your family see themselves through God’s eyes: as 
masterpieces! 
 
• Do you believe God has created you as a masterpiece? If not, what’s in the way of your seeing yourself as 
God sees you? 
• What’s your motivation for encouraging your family to do “good things”? 
• What fresh light does Ephesians 2:10 shine on your relationship with God? How does it impact you right 
here, right now? 


