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When Peter wrote this letter to Christians living in what’s now modern-day Turkey, he was 
writing to people who had problems. 
 
Then, like now, Jesus doesn’t guarantee a life free of suffering. Christians still get sick. Lose jobs. 
Have kids who squabble over whose turn it is to hold the remote control (Note: It’s your turn. 
Tell your kids we said so.). 
 
Peter mentions suffering (trials) more than 15 times in his letter. And he knew suffering: In the 
book of Acts, Peter is repeatedly abused and imprisoned for serving and preaching about Jesus 
(see Acts 5:40; 12:1-4). But rather than complain, Peter considered it an honor to suffer for the 
cause of Christ. 
 
The brash, take-charge Peter we see in the Gospels isn’t the same Peter we meet in this letter. 
Peter’s rough edges have been sanded off by humbly letting God shape, mature, and lead him. 
 
Humility is at the very heart of this week’s passage—1 Peter 5:1-7. Peter instructs elders 
(church leaders) to lead humbly. Young men (church members like us) aren’t to second-guess 
leaders but to humbly follow their elders. And everyone is to humble themselves before God. 
 
According to Peter, letting God take the lead and leaning on God—humbling yourself—is how 
the Christian life works best. And he’s right. 
 
When we humble ourselves before God, we find a shelter in the storm. We can experience 
peace even when the world seems to be falling apart around us. 
 
The safest place for you and your family is humbly seeking God—something you’re doing as you 
share these RIGHT HERE RIGHT NOW episodes with your family. Bless you as you faithfully point 
your family toward the God who loves you more than life itself. 


