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Timothy had a huge job: to lead the church in Ephesus. The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy 
about AD 64 to give Timothy advice, but Paul clearly intended for the rest of the Ephesian 
church to read the letter too—and for good reason. 
 
The church in Ephesus was experiencing problems. False teachers (4:1-3; 6:3-5) and greedy 
church members (6:6-10) were stirring up so much trouble that Paul told Timothy to stay in 
Ephesus to sort things out. 
 
Except Paul knew not everyone in the church would see Timothy as the leader they needed. 
Timothy was probably in his early thirties. Would people follow the counsel of someone so 
young? 
 
Paul encouraged Timothy to teach the truth like any good church leader should do. But Timothy 
was also to live the truth—to let his relationship with God shine out through what he said, how 
he lived, and how he loved others. Timothy’s faith needed to be expressed in his purity of 
purpose and actions. If Timothy would do all that, nobody could question that he was the real 
deal: an honest (if sometimes fallible) follower of Jesus who could be trusted to lead. 
 
There’s no minimum age at which you—or members of your family—can take Paul’s advice and 
live as Timothy lived. In fact, children are often better at living faithfully than adults. Jesus 
noticed that (Matthew 18:3-4), and that’s still true today. 
 
Were Paul to write a letter to your family, he’d probably give you the same advice he gave 
Timothy. That’s a safe guess because Paul told pretty much everyone to keep their eye on the 
prize: Live a godly life, eager to pursue God’s righteousness (6:11). 
 
The question is this: How will you encourage your family to do that this week? In fact, how will 
you do that RIGHT HERE RIGHT NOW? 


