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If a child you loved were in danger, what would you do to protect that child? 
 
Anything. You’d do anything because that’s what love does—that’s how far loves goes to protect 
and defend. 
 
If you’re a parent, you’ve already shown how far you’ll go to protect children. All those helmets and 
kneepads and pool floaties. That crib with perfectly spaced bars and padded rails. The car seat that 
cost nearly as much as your car. 
 
The apostle John urges us to be equally careful about protecting God’s place in our hearts and—
because we love them—the hearts of our children too. John encourages us to look honestly at what 
else we worship. What gets our time and attention that rightfully belong to God? 
 
The thing that nudges God aside may not be a horrible thing. It could be something good in our lives 
like a hobby, serving others, a friendship, even our own children. 
 
And John never asks us to give up those good things—just to remember that a friendship with God 
must come first. It’s what brings light and life into our hearts. It’s what gives us hope. It’s what fuels 
our ability to be the people—and parents—God is calling us to be. 
 
John was writing to believers in danger of drifting away from the example of Jesus. False teaching 
had found its way into the faith community, and John wrote to urge Christians to persevere in 
leading a Christlike life, standing firmly on the teachings of Jesus and living lives of love. That all 
starts with a love for God. 
 
This week, your family will talk about what might be pulling you away from God. It’s an important 
conversation because there isn’t anything—no matter how fun, socially responsible, or valuable—
that is worthy of taking God’s place in your hearts. 
 
But just pulling things off your calendar is just a start. Also do this: Look at what your family has 
planned for the coming week and intentionally build in space for God. You’ve made room for RIGHT 
HERE | RIGHT NOW—that’s a great start! What else might you add to your calendar that will help 
your family grow in your friendship with God? 
 
Make it a great week! 


