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Pretending Together
“He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. 

A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.”    
Deuteronomy 32:4

On a warm day, I put snacks or lunch in 
a bag and take my toddler outside. While 
we sit under a tree, I tell him Zacchaeus’ 
story. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but 
he was too short (we put our hands down 
low). He couldn’t see over all the tall people 
(hands up high). So Zacchaeus climbed a 
tree (pretend to climb the tree). And Jesus 
saw him. He said, “Zacchaeus, come down. 
I want to go to YOUR house” (pretend to 
climb down). Jesus loved Zacchaeus (hug 
self). Jesus loves you, too.

Try This:

Play Let’s Pretend. I say, “Let’s pretend 
we’re frogs!” and we hop around until I 
name something else: “Let’s be monkeys.” 
Sometimes I will say “Let’s pretend . . . 
and then pause to let my toddler fill in the 
animal we’ll imitate! 
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