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	Text1: A quarterly letter for connecting with familieswho have preteens in 5th & 6th grades at <Type your church or children’s ministry name here>
	Text2: Welcome to Family Connections—the quarterly newsletter that helps you know what your child is learning from God’s Word. Please let us know if we can help you in any way as we partner with you to grow kids in Jesus.
	Text3: As we grow in our relationships with God, we begin to be like Him. His character rubs off on us. The changes in our lives are what other people see. Is your family growing in Jesus? Can people see in you some “family resemblances” to Jesus?
	Text4: Units of learning include:• Prayer                          • Basic Christian Beliefs• Celebrate Jesus• Accepting God’s Gift• Where Is God When It Hurts?
	Text5: Bible verses your preteen will be encouraged to learn this quarter include:• 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18• Ephesians 4:4-6• 1 Corinthians 15:57• Acts 4:12• Psalm 9:9, 10If the children in your family are learning different Bible verses, write on slips of paper the verses each child is learning. Place the papers in a basket. Whenever you gather as a family, read and say together one of the Bible passages.
	Text6: Kids are like sponges; they absorb every word that is said and take it to heart. Kids are constantly searching for approval and acceptance, and if they don’t get that encouragement at home, they may try in inappropriate ways to gain attention and approval elsewhere.Sometimes being a good encourager takes practice. Encouragement often begins with unlearning habits of criticism and judgment and then planning for positive conversation. God has provided many words of encouragement for us as His children. As a family, find verses of encouragement in God’s Word. Read and talk about Psalm 18:30-33; Psalm 139:13; Jeremiah 29:11; 31:3; Isaiah 40:31; Ephesians 2:10; 1 John 4:4. Ask God to help your family as you care for and encourage one another.
	Text7: For a guide to family devotions, go to www.heartshaper.com and download the free weekly family pages for your child’s age level.


